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though it were to be wisht that all men should only under-
take those embassages with reference to his honour whose
embassadors they are, yet I doubt not but many who have
entered into the church by the doore, or rather by the
window, have done it after great and sincere service, and
better reasons have made them labour in the vineyard then
brought them thither at first; and though the meer love of
God ought to make us good, though there were no reward
or punishment, yet it would be very inconvenient to piety
that hope of heaven and fear of hell were taken away.

" My next inconvenience, I feare, is this, that if we should
take away a government which hath as much testimony of
the first antiquity to have been founded by the apostles, as
can be brought for some parts of Scripture to have been
written by them, least this may avert some of our Church
from us, and rivet some of the Roman Church to her : and
as I remember, the apostle commands us to be carefull
not to give scandall even to those that are without. Sir,
it hath been said that we have a better way to know Scrip-
ture than by tradition: I dispute not this, sir, but I know
that tradition is the only argument to prove Scripture to
another, and the first to every man's selfe, being compared
to the Samaritan woman's report, which made many first
believe in Christ, though they after believed him for him-
selfe; and I therefore would not have this so farre weakned
to us as to take away Episcopacy as unlawfull, which is so
farre by tradition proved to be lawfull.

" My next inconvenience that I feare is this: having
observed those generally who are against bishops (I will
not now speak of such as are among us, who, by being
selected from the rest, are to be hoped to be freer than
ordinary from vulgar passions) to have somewhat more
animosity against those who are for them than vice versa,
least when they shall have prevailed against the bishopsrom this, will be lesse ready to embrace it; andertainlyived beforea Declara-e. Is there in theose and in-
